Reading Guide for the Introduction of The Odyssey
pp. 640-648

1. When, where, and for what purpose did epic stories originate? 

2. Who was the first person to write them down? What were his epics called?

3. What is The Iliad about? What is The Odyssey about? 

4. What is an epic? 

5. Why has The Odyssey been more widely read than Homer’s other stories? 

6. What would the audience already know upon seeing The Odyssey?

7. Why is Odysseus a hero in trouble? Where has he been, what is he trying to accomplish, and what family members have been left behind?

8. How did the Greeks finally penetrate the wall of Troy?

9. How does the story of The Odyssey begin?

10. Define myth.

11. In Homer’s story, a god can be an “alter ego.” What does that mean? 

12. What is a rhapsode?

13. What is a Homeric simile?

14. What was it like to hear a live performance of The Odyssey? 

